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A. Introductiod

As per the UN Guidelines for Tourism Statistics 1971, the visitors are classified into two
categories. 'Excursionist’ - staying for less than 24 hours and, "Tourist' - staying for over 24 hours or
atleast one night. For the preparation of this 'Statistical Report' Indian tourists coming by air and other
tourists from third country coming by both air and surface traffics have been taken into consideration.

This report.contains statistics relating to the tourists in terms of their nationality, country of
residence, mode of transport, purpose of visit, age, sex and other relevant matters. It also includes the
tourism receipt and availability of services in Nepal. The latter part of the report gives the information
regarding Nepalese nationals visiting abroad.

B. Highlights of the Year

Tourism in Nepal was not very smooth during 1990. Both domestic and international factors were
responsible for the cause. The Gulf crisis that started in August with serious effect on international
tourism, naturally caused seme setback on Nepalese tourism also. The popular movement of the people
which ended in the restoration of democracy in April had also some impact on tourist arrivals. However,
the tourism sector of Nepal was quite eventful and its performance satisfactory during the year.

In realisation of the rich and diverse adventure travel opportunities available in Nepal, the Pacific
Asia Travel Association (PATA) co-operated with His Majesty's Government to organise the second
PATA Adventure Travel Conference and Mart in Kathmandu from January 31 to February 2. The
conference was participated by 151 delegates and the Mart by 30 sellers and 53 buyers respectively. The
first event of the kind was also held in Kathmandu in January, 1989.

A comprehensive study to provide a longer term strategy for tourism development in Nepal was
carried out with the grant assistance of Asian Development Bank (ADB). A seminar participated by
Government, Royal Nepal Airlines and the private sector was organised to review the findings of the
study on Feb 5, 1990. Its final report entitled "Nepal Tourism Development Programme” which is in four
volumes was prepared in June 1990. It brought so much ripples in the private sector that Nepal
Association of Travel Agents (NATA), under the joint auspices of HMG and ADB, organised 4 seminar
on the theme of "Investment Opportunities in Tourism in Nepal" to mark its silver Jubilee in the first
week of December. The seminar was attended by 231 participants, 18 of them from foreign countries. A
booklet providing the profiles of some of the ready-at-hand tourism projects in the line of ADB report,
together with an account of investment incentives provided by His Majesty's Government, was brought
out during the seminar which also marked the 8th National convention of NATA.

A study of proposed conservation area of Ram Krishna Tole in Pokhara was carried out by PATA
in 1990. Similarly, studies of Pashupatinath Area in Kathmandu and Rasuwa district, north of the valley,
were also carried out through local efforts with the objective of developing tourism.

A two-member delegation from USSR visited Nepal in February to discuss with the Nepalese
counterparts ways and means (0 promote tourism between the two countries. A memorandum of
understanding was signed between the two countries in this regard on February 28.



The new International Terminal Building of Tribhuvan International Airport was inaugurated by
His Majesty the King on February 18. The new complex which retains the features of typical Nepalese
artistic tradition has a capacity of handling 1060 passengers per hour.

Department of Tourism took part in the 39th Annual Conference of PATA and PATA World
Chapters Congress held in Vancuver, Canada between April 20 and 26.

Special arrangements were made for tourists for observation of Kathmandu valleys' two most
important cultural festivals namely "Gai Jatra" and "Indra Jatra" during August and September.

The newly elected president and executive vice president, Mr. Pierre Dooley and Mr.Kane Rufe of
PATA visited Nepal in August at the cordial invitation of His Majesty's Government.

A tourism delegation from Tibet Autonomous Region of the Republic of China visited Nepal in
December to have bilateral talks with the Nepalese counterparts.

To mark the occasion of World Tourism Day on September 27, hotels of different classified
categories, travel agencies and trekking agencies topping in foreign currency earning in their respective
sectors were honoured with trophies and certificates.

Aeroflot started its regular operation between Kathmandu and Moscow from August 15, adding one
more name on the list of on-line international airlines operating in Kathmandu.

A group of 11 Indian journalists visited Nepal under the joint aegis of Hotel Soaltee Oberai and
PATA Nepal Chapter in January. They were apprised of the contemporary tourism situation of Nepal.
Following the restoration of status quo ante in transit and trade agreement with India, a greup of 37
eminent Indian Travel writers and Agents representatives were also invited in September. HMG also
hosted the visit of a prominent travel writer of "The Telegraph” published from UK in the month of
September.

The Everest View Hotel, popularly known as the hotel at the highest elevation of the world, re-
opened for tourists in October 1990 after renovation.,

Department of Tourism was also involved in the formulation of national guidelines for
Environmental Impact Assessment of development projects under the joint auspices of National Planning
Commission and IUCN (World Conservation Union).

A one-day seminar "Tourism Trade and marketing Strategies” was organised in October to apprise
the Nepalese tourism personnels of modemn techniques in tourism marketing. An expert from Belgium,
Dr. Norbert Vanhove, conducted the seminar.

A successful para-gliding test operation was carried out from Champadevi hill in the west of
Kathmandu valley. There were 5 German and 2 trained Nepali guides to para-glide down the hill.

Nepal covered 11 of the international tourism related fairs or conferences during the year. Among

the originating countries, USA, UK, Germany, India, Canada, Korea, Hong Kong, Switzerland, Sweden
and Finland were covered for promotion. In promotional events like ITB, Berlin and World Travel

10



Market, London, joint participation of the Department of Tourism, Royal Nepal Airlines and the private
sector was even more enhanced than previous years.

The Department of Tourism published travel advertisements in 18 different travel magazines and
papers published within the country or abroad.

Department of Tourism produced 4,43,000 pieces of publicity materials which included brochures,
booklets, posters, stickers, bags and baiches.

Altogether 17 hotels, 26 travel agencies and 24 trekking agencies were registered during the year,

11
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Summary of Tourism, 1990

1. TOURIST ARRIVALS
A total of 254,885 tourists visited Nepal in 1990, which represents 6.2% increase over 1989

There was an impressive growth of Indian tourists, accounting for 38.1% over the last year. Number
of tourists from overseas countries declined slightly by 0.8%.

The average length of stay per visitor is 12 days.

A.  Arrivals by Region

Tourists from Western Europe constitute the highest share of 43.5% among all the continents,
The arrivals from Asia, North America and Australia & Pacific represent 38.6%, 10.3% and 5.2%
respectively.
B. Mode of Transport

Visitors entering by air constitute 86.6% of the total arrivals, whereas those entering by land
stand at 13.4%. :

C.  Arrivals by sex and Age

The male visitors comprise 60.9% as against 39.1% of female visitors in 1990.

By age group, the highest share goes to the group of 16 to 30 years, comprising 33.7% of the
total arrivals. It is closely followed by 31 to 45 age group, constituting 32.3% of the total.

D. Purpose of visit

Like in the past years, the predominant motivation for travel to Nepal continues 1o remain
pleasure in 1990 also. Pleasure visitors account for 63.5% of the total arrivals,

E. Trekkers
There was a rise of 2.0% in the number of trekkers in 1990. Out of 62,092 wrekkers, 42.4%

were handled through registered trekking agencies. A total of 36,361 trekkers visited Annapurna
area while Everest and Langtang treks were used by 18.2% and 12.6% respectively.

F.  Mountaineers.

A total of 120 expedition teams were granted permission to climb different Himalayan peaks
during 1990, out of which only 56 teams were successful in their attempts.

15



G. Visitors to Pokhara & Chitwan.

Pokhara was visited by over 59 thousand non-Indian visitors in 1990, which constitutes
around one-third of the total non—Indian travellers coming to Nepal during the year. Similarly, there
were 29,991 or 16.12% of the total non-Indian visitors to Chitwan valley during 1990.

2.  REVENUE FROM TOURISM

Tourism contributes approximalely@ to the GDP of the nation. The total revenue generated
from the sector in 1990 stands at USS 63; which shows a decrease of 6.8% over the previous year.
The per capita expenditure of the visitor per day in Nepal decreased slightly as compared to the last year
to stand at US$ 27.2.

3. .TOURISM SERVICES

The total number of tourist hotels in 1990 is 168, of which 97 are based in the Kathmandu valley
and the rest in out-stations like Pokhara and Chitwan. The total number of rooms available in those hotels
is 5.144 and the beds 10,244, Kathmandu valley accounts for 3.879 rooms with 7,626 beds, whereas the
hotels outside the valley account-for 1,269 rooms with 2,618 beds. Thus, the year 1990 registercd an
increase of 5.7% in number of hotels, 5.5% in rooms and 8.8% in number of beds.

The numbers of travel and trekking agencies in 1990 stand at 104 and 100 respectively.

4. DEPARTURE OF NEPALESE NATIONALS

A total of 82,452 Nepalese nationals went abroad during 1990. This number is an increase of 24.3%
over the previous year.



PART III

Tourist Arrival Statistics
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TOURIST ARRIVALS BY FISCAL YEAR
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TABLE: 5. TOURIST ARRIVALS BY FISCAL YEAR

Fiscal Year Excluding Indian|  Indian Total % Change
2022/23 (1965/66) 9211 - 9211

2026/27 (1969/70) 39660 39660 -
2030/31 (1973/74) 70236 = 70236 -
2031/32 (1974/75) 71563 18868 90431 28.8
2032/33 (1975/76) 81520 18498 100018 10.6
2033/34 (1976/77) 91539 12331 103870 39
2034/35 (1977/78) 121061 25147 146208 40.8
2035/36 (1978/79) | 123197 36111 159308 9.0
2036/37 (1979/80) | 124221 40159 164380 32
2037/38 (1980/81) 120104 44738 164842 0.3
2038/39 (1981/82) 111333 54610 165943 0.7
2039/40 (1982/83) 126448 49655 176103 6.1
2040/41 (1983/84) | 132936 53586 186522 59
2041/42 (1984/85) | 107647 56899 164546 -11.8
2042/43 (1985/86) 148144 56250 204394 242
2043/44 (1986/87)| 181136 57225 238361 16.6
2044/45 (1987/88) 191587 67416 259003 8.6
2045/46 (1988/89) 194979 53474 248453 -4.1
2046/47 (1989/90) 198128 48233 246361 -0.8

Fiscal year means july 16- july 15 of the respective year.
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TOURIST ARRIVALS BY SEX
1990

Female (99,574) % S

Male (1,55,311)

TOURIST ARFLI};QALS BY AGE
61 & Over 1-15 (10620)

.(26682!

4660 4
(49388) [

Ny
(82292)
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TABLE: 7. TOURIST ARRIVALS BY AGE GROUPS & SEX
(MONTHLY) 1990

Sex Age Groups

Month Total

Male Female | 1-15 16-30 31-45 46-60 61 &

yIS. YIS. yIS  yIS. oOver
January 11687 7960 | 950 5921 6398 4106 2272 | 19647
(59.5) (40.5)( (4.8) (30.1) (32.6) (209) (11.6) | (100)
February 14309 9519 [ 634 7407 7074 5085 3628 | 23828
(60.1) 399 @27) (31.1) (29.7) (21.3) (15.2) | (100)
March 17233 11249 | 669 9044 8527 5956 4286 | 28482
(60.5) (39.5)| (23) (31.8) (29.9) (20.9) (15.1) | (100)
April 11319 6782 | 524 5846 5637 3823 2271 | 18101
(62.5) 37.5)| (29 (32.3) (31.1) (21.1) (12.6) | (100)
May 8826 4758 | 918 4708 4323 2415 1220 | 13584
(65.0) (35.0) (6.7) (34.7) (31.8) (17.8) (9.0) | (100)
June 7354 4265 | 1296 3798 4029 1816 680 | 11619
(63.3) (36.7) | (11.1) (32.7) (34.7) (15.6) (5.9 | (100
July 9034 4769 | 784 4794 5018 2389 818 | 13803
(65.4) (34.6) | (5.8) (34.7) (36.3) (17.3) (5.9 | (100)
August 12047 8132 | 847 7293 7529 3400 1110 | 20179
(59.7) (40.3)| (4.2) (36.1) (37.3) (16.9) (5.5 | (100)
September | 13055 8769 | 1160 8295 6928 3694 1747 | 21824
(59.8) (40.2) | (5.3) (38.0) (31.8) (16.9) (8.0)| (100)
October 20791 14184 | 1036 11918 11089 7178 3754 | 34975
(59.4) (40.6) [ (3.0) (34.1) (31.7) (20.5) (10.7) | (100)
November |16275 9902 | 599 9025 8238 5391 2924 | 26177
(62.2) (37.8)| (23) (34.5) (31.4) (20.6) (11.2) | (100)
December 13381 9285 1203 7854 7502 4135 1972 | 22666
(59.0) 41.0)| (5.3) (34.7) (33.1) (182) (8.7)| (100)
Total 155311 9957410620 85903 82292 49388 26682 |254885
(60.9) 39.)] 4.2) (33.7) (32.3) (19.4) (10.4) | (100)

Figures inside paranthesis represent percentage of the total.
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TOURIST ARRIVAL BY
PURPOSE OF VISIT, 1990

Convention &
Conference

Others

Pilgrimag S: 4

Official

Business
Pleasure

Trekking &
Mountaineenng
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TABLE: 8. TOURIST ARRIVALS BY PURPOSE OF VISIT 1962 - 1990

Year Holiday/ | Trekking & | Business| Pilgri- |Official| Conv./| Others | Total
Pleasure [Mountaineering mage Conf.

1962 - - - - 6179
i g : : A ’ (100)

1966 10963 8 327 - 907 362 12567
(87.3) (-) (2.6) - (1.2) (2.9) (100)

1970 41881 556 918 - 1528 1087 | 45970
(91.1) (1.2) (2.0) - (3.3) (2.4) | (100)

1974 67748 11710 3896 - 3707 2777 | 89838
(75.4) (13.0) (4.4) - (4.1) 3.1 | (100)

1975 70124 12587 4911 - 4227 - 591 92440
(75.9) (13.6) (5.3) . (4.6) 0.6) | (100)

1976 82596 11706 4974 - - 4189 1643 | 105108
(78.6) (11.1) (4.7) - (4.0) (1.6) | (100)

1977 106401 13382 4532 - 4201 813 | 129329
(82.3) (10.4) (3.5) - (3.2) - 0.6) | (100)

1978 124465 17304 6642 - 5660 2052 | 156123
(79.7) (11.1) (4.3) - (3.6) (1.3) | (100)

1979 128811 18270 6381 - 5495 . 3319 | 162276
(79.4) (11.3) (3.9) = (3.4) - (2.0) | (100)

1980 130600 19302 5491 - 4654 - 2850 | 162897
(80.2) (11.8) (3.4) - (2.9) - (L.7) | (100)

1981 127709 21668 6379 - 5674 - 239 | 161669
(79.0) (13.4) (3.9) - (3.5) - 0.2) | (100)

1982 136693 23507 7374 - 7166 - 708 | 175448
(77.9) (13.4) (4.2) - (4.1) . ©.4) | qoo

1983 132350 24198 9801 - 8479 - 4577 | 179405
(73.8) (13.5) (5.5) - 4.7) (2.5) | (100)

1984 140592 15010 8137 - 9399 3496 | 176634
(79.6) (8.5) (4.6) - (5.3) (2.0) (100)

1985 128217 28707 10416 - 9230 4419 | 180989
(70.8) (15.9) (5.8) 3 (5.1) 2.4) | (100)

1986 163958 33609 10863 - 8825 6076 | 223331
(73.4) (15.0) (4.9) - (4.0) - (2.7) (100)

1987 184979 36164 11781 - 8882 - 6274 | 248080
(74.6) (14.6) (4.7) (3.6) (2.5) | (100)

1988 200775 36937 12008 9781 - 6442 | 265943
(75.5) (13.9) (4.5) (3.7) (24) | (100)

1989 180973 40093 2630 - 12275 - 3974 | 239945
(75.4) (16.7) (1.1) - (5.1) - (L7) | (100)

1990 161839 39999 11728 | 6713 | 26578 | 2838 | 5190 | 254885
(63.5) (15.7) (4.6) (2.6) | (10.4) | (1.1) (2.1) | (100)

“Figures in paranthesis represent pereentage of (he total
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TABLE: 17. LAST PORT OF CALL VS. NEXT PORT OF CALL 1990

. Number %

Arrivals Departures Arrivals Departures
Land
Birgung 3083 2069 10.8 12.4
Bhairahawa 19873 11449 69.8 68.4
Kakarbhitta 2922 1267 10.3 7.6
Kodari 2586 1937 93%.= 11.6
Sub-Total 28464 16722 100 100
Air
Delhi 95067 96686 42.0 43.5
Calcutta 16683 14985 7.4 6.7
Patna 140 286 0.1 0.1
Banaras 25062 14340 Bl 6.4
Bangkok 36084 37438 159 16.8
Rangoon 1614 4319 0.7 2.0
Hongkong 11603 17247 3.1 7.8
Dhaka 8826 7748 \ 39 3.5
Frankfurt 12498 11978 5.5 5.4
Karachi 6421 3901 2.8 1.8
Dubai 3697 709 1.6 0.3
London 251 1793 0.1 0.8
Singapore 6005 6258 2.7 2.8
Bhutan 468 876 0.2 0.4
China 1430 1429 0.6 0.7
Moscow 107 1174 0.1 0.5
Others 465 1184 0.2 0.5
Sub-Total 226421 222351 100 100
Grand Total 254885 239073
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TOURIST ARRIVALS BY CONTINENTS
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TABLE: 26. NUMBER OF EXPEDITION TEAMS AND

MOUNTAINEERS 1990.

Number of Teams

Nation Spring Autumn

Winter Total

Austria - 3
Australia
Belgium
Denmark
France
Germany
Greece

Italy
Indonesiya
Japan

Korea, Republic of
New Zealand
Norway
Nepal
Poland

Spain
Switzerland
UK

USA

USSR
Yugoslavia

|
L]

— RN, NN LR B
-
o o O = BN RGO~

R=hnd N,

2
1

S
A= OOVNNNN A ONCENONON—WW

—

f— i

Total number of
Expedition Teams

Total Number of
Mountaineers 249 656

Successful teams 13 39

[0
L=

80

Casualty of foreigners 4 5

High Altitude Guides
Porters employed 248 570

Local porters employed 3282 7439

Royalty to
Government (Rs) 18,68,609/70 48,51,213/05

11

67

45
595

6,25,689/62

120

972
56

863
13316

73,45,512/37
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TABLE: 29. VISITORS TO POKHARA
BY MAJOR NATIONALITIES & MONTH 1990.

Nationalities | USA UK [Germany |France |Japan [Australig Others Total
Months
January 300 717 511 229 | 1355 520 | 3501} 7133
February | 536 | 950 | 315 | 306 |1382 | 618 | 4086 | 8193
March 587 813 856 405 |1012 603 | 3154 | 7430
April 415 518 438 240 449 394 | 3378 | 5832
May 143 220 121 117 192 138 | 2331 | 3262
June 32 41 33 17 26 19 | 1090 | 1258
~ July 45 106 38 107 66 38 | 1170 | 1570
August 108 279 143 268 134 126 | 1761 | 2819
September 369 565 425 253 204 280 | 2581 | 4677
October 514 874 705 391 404 250 | 3999 | 7137
November 179 379 222 168 288 159 | 4842 | 6237
December 242 520 88 108 590 302 | 2090 | 3940
Total 3470 | 5982 | 3895 2609 |6102 | 3447 |[33983 | 59488

The figures exclude Indian tourists
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TABLE: 30. VISITORS TO POKHARA
BY MODE OF TRANSPORT & MONTH 1990

Month Kathmandu-Pokhara | Kathmandu-Pokhara| Bhairahawa-Pokhara| Total
by Air by Land by land

January 1599 5231 303 7133
February 1854 6298 41 8193
March 1220 5807 403 7430
April 619 4925 288 5832
May 309 2765 188 3262
June 226 974 58 1258
July 50 1413 107 1570
August 160 2392 267 2819
September 715 3716 246 4677
October 1057 5806 274 7137
November 814 5172 251 6237
December 721 3008 211 3940
Total 9344 47507 2637 59488

The fugures exclude Indian tourists
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Tourist Revenue
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TABLE: 31. GROSS FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS IN
CONVERTIBLE CURRENCIES 2018/19 — 2046/47

Fiscal Year Total Earnings % Change
Rs.(000) USS$ (000) in US$
2018/19 (1961/62) 593 78 .
2022/23 (1965/66) 3029 399 :
2026/27 (1969/70) 13219 1309 -
2030/31 (1973/74) 95332 9079
2031/32 (1974/75) 120668 11490 26.6%
2032/33 (1975/76) 188229 15118 31.6%
2033/34 (1976/77) 244141 19610 29.7%
2034/35 (1977/78) 342508 27801 41.8%
2035/36 (1978/79) 416592 35007 25.9%
2036/37 (1979/80) 518706 44716 27.7%
2037/38 (1980/81) 616795 51831 15.9%
2038/39 (1981/82) 493842 38149 :26.4%
2039/40 (1982/83) 491077 35071 -8.1%
2040/41 (1983/84) 585807 32544 -7.2%
2041/42 (1984/85) 724800 40463 24.3%
2042/43 (1985/86) 863830 42923 6.1%
2043/44 (1986/87) 1208104 55956 30.4%
2044/45 (1987/88) 1415093 64079 14.5%
2045/46 (1988/89) 1856469 72483 13.1%
2046/47 (1989/90) 1648590 57587 - 20.6%

Source: Nepal Rastra Bank
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TABLE: 32. GROSS FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS IN
CONVERTIBLE CURRENCIES 1979 — 1990

Total Earning % Change  Average Income Average income
Year US$ Rs in Per Capita in “Per Visitor
(000) (000) US$ US$ Per day in US $
1979 35227 419270 E 2824 24
1980 51632 614480 46.6 422.5 38
1981 44935 550496 -13.0 398.7 38
1982 33441 439647 -25.6 275.8 21
1983 35667 536364 6.7 275.8 24
1984 41273 679189 15.7 350.0 33
1985 39185 719365 -5.1 308.3 27
1986 50841 1077802 298 302.4 27
1987 60229 1304656 18.5 318.5 27
1988 63502 1486837 54 327.5 27
1989 68343 1838520 7.6 347.6 29
1990 63701 1868873 -6.8 326.5 27.2

Note: (i) The income is computed from the available figure for corresponding Nepali fiscal year
(ii) Income from the Indian tourists is not included.
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PART V

Tourist Services
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TABLE: 33. HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 1990.

Category No.of Hotels. No. of Rooms No. of Beds

Kathmandu

Five Star 4 722 1414
Four Star 5 468 965
Three Star 3 206 387
Two Star 14 557 1087
One Star 20 514 1017
Tourist Standard 9 184 370
Others 42 1224 2386
Sub-Total 97 3875 7626
Out Station

Three Star 1 69 136
Two Star 2 77 158
One Star 8 166 338
Tourist Standard 5 66 132
Others 55 891 1854
Sub-Total 71 1269 2618
Grand Total 168 5144 10244
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PART VI

Departure of Nepalese Nationals
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TABLE: 40. NEPALESE NATIONALS GOING ABROAD
BY SEX & MONTHS 1990.

Month Male Female Total
January 8049 2035 10084
February . 3667 845 4512
March 5199 1051 6250
April 2420 709 3129
May 3664 645 4309
Jun 6489 1631 8120
July 6675 1517 8192
August 7059 1167 8226
September 6132 1069 7201
October 5818 1045 6863
November 5728 784 6512
December 7506 1548 9054
Total 68406 14046 82452

79



_k... .\ -
R LT

- . "
T I N -".H M i

i A R









