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A. Introduction.

As per the UN Guidelines for Tourism Statistics 1971, the visitors are classified into two
categorics: 'Excursionist’ - staying for less than 24 hours and,Tourist' - staying for over 24 hours or at
least one night. For the preparation of this ' Statistical Report' Indian tourists coming by air and other
tourists from third country coming by both air and surface traffics have been taken into consideration.

This report contains statistics relating to the tourists in terms of their nationality, country of
residence, mode of transport, purpose of visit, age, sex and other relevant matters. It also includes the
tourism receipt and availability of services in Nepal. The laiter part of the report gives the information
regarding Nepalese nationals visiting abroad.

B. Highlights of Tourism Related Activities.

The year 1987 was full of successful tourism relatec activities, as Nepal became the rendezvous
of different regional meetings, seminar and national convention of which the first one was the Regional
Meeting cum Seminar on "Heritage Conservation for Tourizm Development” under the sponsorship of
World Tourism Organization (WTO). The Regional Meeting cum Seminar was held in Kathmandu from
March 30 to April 3, 1987, and was jointly organized by Commission for South Asia and Commission
for East Asia and the Pacific under the World Tourism Organization. Similarly, the 36th National
Convention of Travel Agents Association of India (TAAI) was also held in Kathmandu from April 30 to
May 4, 1987. This was the second national convention of TAAI that was organized in Kathmandu the
first one being held in 1979.

At the friendly invitation of Department of Tourism, a six member tourism delegation from the
Tibet Region of the People's Republic of China visited Ncpal from October 10 to 24, 1987. Several
rounds of discussion were held and a Memorandum of Un¢lerstanding was signed to promote tourism
activities in both countries. Under the Memorandum of 1Jnderstanding cross country trekking and
extension of cooperation between tourism establishments in both countries were agreed in principle.

Nepal also participated in eight different interna ional tourism fairs organized in different
countries in order to boost up the tourism promotional activit es. Likewise, Nepal's active participation in
the 7th General Assembly of WTO held in Spain, 36th PATA Annual Conference held in Japan, PATA
Board of Directors Meeting held in South Korea and PATA South Asia Chapters' meeting held in Srilanka
are also notable events of the year 1987,

Libera L

The™ - sky policy adopted by His Majesty's Government of Nepal so as to encourage the
foreign airlines to operate in Kathmandu is one of the main highlights of 1987. Consequently, Singapore
Airlines, Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC) and Lufthansa started their operation in
Kathmandu. The Singapore Airlines started its twice a-week scheduled flights between Singapore and
Kathmandu from July 6, 1987. The CAAC started weekly {lights between Lhasa and Kathmandu from
September 12, 1987. Similarly, Lufthansa Airlines of Federal Republic of Germany started its weekly
flight between Frankfurt and Kathmandu from October 6, 1937 placing itself as the first airlines to have a
direct airlink of Nepal with any European country. Moreover, charter flights of Condor also continued in
the same year. The historical landing of the Concord aircraft of Air France and that of the Jumbo Jet
Boeing 747 of Air Canada at Tribhuvan International Airport on October 12, 1987 and November 19,
1987 respectively were also some of the important happenings.

’

The contribution of Royal Nepal Airlines, the national flag carrier also remained very significant
in 1987 as it added Kamnali, a Boeing 757 aircraft with 16 Shangrila Executive Class seats for the first



10

time in its fleet. Royal Nepal Airlines also started its weekly flight between Kathmandu and Male, the
capital of Maldives from October 3, 1987. With this extension the Airlines has now direct airlink with all
the SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation) countries except Bhutan. Furthermore,
the Royal Nepal Airlines had some direct charter operation to Nagoya of Japan in December 1987.

The Industrial Enterprises Act had its second amendment in 1987. It further contributed to create
conducive environment for more investment in tourism sector. In order to have a quality and éfficient
services from the agencies involved in tourism activities and to have increased participation of the private
sector, His Majesty's Government adopted the liberal policy to simplify procedures on licensing of new
travel and trekking agencies from August 20, 1987. Under this new arrangement a total of 19 travel
agencies and 20 trekking agencies were registered in 1987. Similarly, several hotels were granted
permission to be established in the same year. Nevertheless, two major hotels, Hotel Sherpa with 160
beds and Hotel Himalaya with 184 beds were also added in the Kathmandu Valley.

His Majesty's Government had formed a task force to formulate a long term tourism development
plan and to study the future trend and facilities required for the growth. The task force has already
submitted its first draft report and a one day seminar was held on October 18, 1987 to discuss and review
the draft report.

From the point of view of international awards and medals too, the year 1987 remained very
fruitful. A video film entitled 'Tale of Three Cities' produced by Department of Tourism with the
cooperation of Nepal Television was awarded as the second best video film in the Sony Video Award for
Cultural Promotion Contest held in Japan. A video film entitled "Nepal Where the Legends Live" was
also made under the joint venture of Department of tourism, Royal Nepal Airlines and PATA Nepal
Chapter. Similarly, Department of Tourism published a total number of 185,000 brochures and 39,000
pieces of posters in the Fiscal Year 2043/44 (1986/1987).
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Summary of Tourism in Nepal in 1987

1.  Tourist Arrivals.
/
Nepal received a total number of 248,080 tourists in 1987 as against the 223,331 of 1986. This
represents an increase of 24,749 visitors or 11. 1% over the previous year. :

A.  Arrivals by Region.

Among the overall tourist inflow in the Kingdom the Asian Continent constitutes 39.7%.
Likewise, the arrivals from Western Europe, North America, Australia & the Pacific represent 37.1%,
12.7% and 5.6% respectively.

The individual annual increase over the previous year of Asian Continent is 16.2%. Similarly,
North America, Western Europe, Australia & the Pacific and Africa registered the increase of 12.7%,
7.7%, 2.0% and 3.2% respectively over the year 1986.

By nationality, India remained the major tourist generating market as 58,964 visitors came from
India. This figure accounts for 23.8% of the total number of tourists coming to Nepal in 1987. Then the
USA stands the second major market by recording 26,474 visitors or 10.7% followed by the UK with the
number of 18,814 tourists or 7.6%, West Germany 16,794 or 6.8%, Japan 16,280 or 6.6%, France
16,184 or 6.5%, and Australia 11,056 or 4.5% respectively.

B. Mode of Transport

Of the total visitors 82.9% entered Nepal by air. Among them Royal Nepal Airlines provided
services t0'40.7% followed by the Indian Airlines to 39.1% and Thai Airways to 11.6%. 17.1% tourists
came Nepal by land route in 1987.

C. Purpose of Visit

The predominant motivation for travel to Nepal continued to remain pleasure. Out of the total
visitor arrivals in 1987 pleasure purpose accounted for 74.6%, trekking and mountaineering purpose
14.6%. However, the actual number of trekkers according to the trekking permit issued represent 19.1% of
the total arrivals.

D. Arrivals by Sex and Age

The contribution of male visitors comprises 61.5% as against that of the female visitors which
is recorded 38.5%.

The age group between 16 and 30 comprises the largest number of tourists visiting Nepal with
33.6%. The second largest age group is between 31 and 45 with 31.8% followed by the age group of 46
to 60 with 18.8%. There is no significant change in arrivals by age group as compared to 1986.

E. Arrivals by Season

The month of October continued to be the most popular month for the visitors coming to Nepal
as the record shows an increase of 5.5% over the same period of the previous year. The other major
months of tourist attractions are November, December, February and March respectively.
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% Revenue from Tourism

Previously the revenue from tourism sector used to be computed only according to the Nepalese
fiscal year. On this basis the total revenue during the Fiscal Year 1986/87 shows an increase of 30.4%
over the Fiscal Year 1985/86. However from 1987 onwards a new tradition has been set as the revenue
from tourism sector is also calculated in terms of English Calendar Year. The total revenue from this
sector, thus, is US$ 60229000 for the year 1987. :

5 Tourist Services

In Nepal, there are 105 tourist hotels with a total of 3507 hotel rooms or 7244 hotel beds. In the
Kathmandu Valley 71 hotels with 2844 rooms or 5819 beds are available at present while outside the
Valley 34 hotels with 663 rooms or 1425 beds are available for the tourists.

The hotel occupancy rate during 1987 shows 46.2% in the Kathmandu Valley and 40.5% outside
the Valley. The occupancy rate for 1986 was 41.8% and 29.4% respectively.

There are altogether 90 travel agencies and 87 trekking agencies in Nepal at present.
4, Dephrture of Nepalese Nationals.

During the year 1987, a total number of 52064|Nepalese nationals went abroad with a decline of
7.2% over the previous year. Import restriction and foreign currency limitation hold responsibility to

some extent regarding the decline in outbound tourism.

By purpose, 29.3%, of the total outbound Nepalese travellers was official visit, 21% business,
19.7%, study and 30% others.

By destination 17% of the total outbound Nepalese headed for Bangkok, 10.2% for Hongkong,
5.3% for Bangladesh and 64.8% for India. It is to be noted that the statistics for the outbound Nepali
travellers are available only for the next port of call.
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TABLE: 5. TOURIST

ARRIVALS BY AGE

& SEX 1962—1987

23

Sex Age Groups :
Year Unit | Male Female Total | 1-15 1630 3145 4660 61 & Total
Over
1962 No. | 3231 2948 6179 i izt o 3] i 6179
%) | (52.3) (@47.7) (100) i e g 22! Al (100)
1966 No. | 7500 5067 12567 255 3792 3697 2627 2197 12567
(%) | (59.7) (403) (100) | (200 (302) (294) (209) (17.5) (100)
1970 No. | 26157 19813 45970 | 1613 16302 11240 9559 7256 45970
%) | (569) 405) (100) | 3.5 (355 (245) (208) (15.7) (100)
1974 No. | 53454 36384 89838 | 2605 36025 24885 16800 9523 89838
%) | (59.5) @405 (00) | 29 @o1) 27.7) (@187 (10.7) (100)
1975 No. | 55741 36699 92440 | 2958 36514 27177 16824 8967 92440
%) | (60.3) (39.7) (100) | 3.2) (295) (294) (182) 9.7 (100)
1976 No. | 61698 43410 105108 | 4204 39310 29536 20286 11772 105108
%) | (58.7) (413) (100) | 400 (374) (8.1 (193) (112) (100)
1977 No. | 75657 53672 129329 | 4656 45912 36341 26383 16037 129329
(%) | (58.5) (41.5) (100) | 3.6) (355 (28.1) (204) (i24) (100)
1978 No. | 92581 63542 156123 | 5933 56985 44807 30756 17642 156123
%) | (593) @0.7) (100) | 3.8 (365) (287 (19.7) (11.3) (100)
1979 No. | 97310 64966 162276 | 7140 58744 48358 31157 16877 162276
(%) | (60.0) (40.0) (100) | (44) (362) (29.8) (192) (104) (100)
1980 No. 100006 62891 162897 | 6914 59724 48786 31544 15929 162897
%) | (61.4) (386) (100) | 42) (36.7) (299) (194) (©8) (100)
1981 No. 199332 62337 161669 | 8154 50988 47377 30414 24736 161669
(%) | (61.4) (386) (100) | (5.1) (31.5) (293) (188) (153) (100)
1982 No. 108504 66944 175448 | 8656 61438 55638 33951 15765 175448
%) | (61.8) (382) (100) | (49) (3500 (L7 (194) 9.0 (100)
1983 No. rnmos 68000 179405 {10018 60638 56498 35140 17111 179405
@%) | 62.1) (37.9) (100) | (5.6) (338) (31.5) (196) (5 (100)
1984 No. 115757 60877 176634 |15274 66334 52820 29620 12586 176634
%) | (65.5) (345 (100) | (86) (376) (299) (168) (7.1) (100)
1985 No. 113563 67426 180989 | 9497 58861 61528. 33520 17583 180989
@) | (628) (37.2) (100) | (520 (32.5) (34.0) (186) (9.7y (100)
1986 No. 136967 86364 223331 [12243 73656 71694 42707 23031 223331
%) | 61.3) (38.7) (00) | (55) (330) (321 (19.1) (10.3) (100)
1987 No. 152493 95587 248080 |13289 83321 78969 46648 25853 248080
(%) | (61.5) (38.5) (100) | (54) (336) (31.8) (18.8) (104) (100)
Change Over
1986 in % (11.3) (10.7) (11 | 85 (13.1) @a0n (92

l

(123) (ALY ‘
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TABLE: 6. TOURIST ARRIVALS BY AGE GROUPS & SEX (MONTHLY) 1987
sex Age Groups
Unit | Male  Female 1-15 16-30 31-45 46-60 61 & Total
Month yIS. yIS. yIS. yIS. over
January No. | 10681 6633 838 5359 5865 3475 1777 17314
(%) | (61.7) (38.3) 48 (310 (33.9) (20.1) (102) (100)
February No. | 14734 7075 471 9431 5157 3975 2769 21809
(%) | (67.6) (32.4) 2.2) (43.2) (23.7) (182) (@127 (100)
March No. | 14299 9719 872 7669 7431 4867 3179 24018
(%) | (59.5) (40.5) (3.6) (32.0) (30.9) (203) (13.2) (100)
April No. | 11075 7439 964 5450 6371 3696 2033 18514
(%) | (59.8) (40.2) (52) (294) (34.4) (2000 (11.0) (100)
May No. | 10657 7284 2016 5455 5744 3258 1468 17941
(%) | (59.4) 40.6) | (11.2) (30.4) (32.0) (18.2) 82) (100)
June No. | 10106 5436 1527 6288 4679 2256 792 15542
(%) | (65.0) (35.0) (9.8) (40.5) (30.1) (14.5) (5.1) (100)
July No. | 9047 5299 811 4987 5321 2436 791 14346
(%) | (63.1) (36.9) (5.6) (34.8) (37.1) (17.0) (5.5) (100)
August No. | 12197 7793 921 7014 7620 3272 1163 19990
(%) | (61.0) (39.0) 46) (351 (38.1) (164) (5.8) (100)
September No. | 11901 7429 1081 6768 5951 3554 1976 19330
(%) | (61.6) (38.4) (56)  (35.0) (30.8) (184) (10.2) (100)
October No. | 17839 12790 1562 9592 9453 5992 4030 30629
(%) | (58.2) (41.8) 5.1) (31.3) (30.9) (196) (13.1) (100)
November No. | 17187 10143 787 8289 8353 5888 4013 27330
(%) | (62.9) (37.1) (2.9 (30.3) (30.6) (Z1.5) (4D (100)
December  No. | 12770 8547 1433 7019 7024 3979 1862 21317
(%) | (59.9) (40.1) (6.7) (32.9) (33.0) (18.7) 8.7 (100)
Total No. 152493 05587 | 13289 83321 78969 46648 25853 248080
(%) y (61.5) (38.5) (54) (33.6) (31.8) (188) (10.4) (100)
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TABLE: 8. TOURIST ARRIVALS BY PURPOSE OF VISIT 1962 — 1987

Trekking
of visit Unit Pleasure & Mountain - Business Official Others  Total
year eering

1962 —_ —_ — —_ _ — 6179
' = ~— — — s e
1966 No. 10963 8 327 907 362 12567
(%) (87.3) (O] (2.6) (7.2) (2.9) (100)
1970 No. 41881 556 918 1528 1087 45970
(%) 91.1) (1.2) (2.0) (33) 2.4) (100)
1974 No. 67748 11710 3896 3707 2777 89838
(%)  (754) (13.0) 44) @.1) G.1)  (100)
1975 No. 70124 12587 4911 4227 591 92440
(%) (75.9) (13.6) (5.3) (4.6) (0.6) (100)
1976 No. 82596 11706 4974 4189 1643 105108
(%) (78.6) (11.1) 4.7 4.0) (1.6) (100)
1977 No. 106401 13382 4532 4201 813 129329
(%) (82.3) (10.4) (3.5) (3.2) (0.6) (100)
1978 No. 124465 17304 6642 5660 2052 156123
(%) (79.7) (11.1) 4.3) (3.6) (1.3) (100)
1979 No. 128811 18270 6381 5495 3319 162276
(%) (79.4) (11.3) 3.9 (34) 2.0) (100)
1980 No. 130600 19302 5491 4654 2850 162897
%)  (80.2) (11.8) (34) 2.9) (7 (100)
1981 No. 127709 21668 6379 5674 239 161669
(%) (719.0) (13.4) 3.9 (3.5) 0.2) (100)
1982 No. 136693 23507 7374 7166 708 175448
(%) (77.9) (13.4) (4.2) “.1) 0.4) (100)
1983 No. 132350 24198 9801 8479 4577 179405
(%)  (73.8) (13.5) (5.5 (CX)) (2.5) (100)
1984 No. 140592 15010 8137 9399 3496 176634
(%) (79.6) (8.5) (4.6) (5.3) (2.0) (100)
1985 No. 128217 28707 10416 9230 4419 180989
(%) (70.8) (15.9) (5.8 5.1 24)  (100)
1986 No. 163958 33609 10863 8825 6076 223331
(%)  (734) (15.0) 4.9) 4.0) 27 (100)
1987 No. 184979 36164 11781 8882 6274 248080
(%)  (74.6) (14.6) 4.7) (3.6) (2.5) (100)

Change over
1986 in % (12.8) (7.6) (8.4) (0.6) 33) Ly
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TABLE: 14. MARKET GROWTH TRENDS 1962 — 1987

Central & Australia

Cont.  North South  Western  Eastern  Africa  Asia & Other All

Year  America  America Europe  Europe Pacific Market
1962 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
1966 157 135 254 986 337 386 363 203
1970 429 1081 1129 2000 1250 1536 2279 743
1974 460 1563 2043 4364 2300 9913 4620 196 1453
1973 417 1626 2112 3509 2837 10642 5620 58 1496
1976 450 2256 2466 3368 2825 11689 6914 137 1701
1977 541 2789 2910 5545 3125 15850 7556 567 2093
1978 632 3569 3378 6918 5937 20975 7875 525 2526
1979 583 3457 3444 5941 5237 23694 8009 696 2526
1980 478 4059 3553 7254 8900 24766 6906 916 2636
1981 459 3207 3202 7359 6775 27685 6402 2404 2616
1982 537 3248 3469 6427 9600 29527 7200 2345 2839
1983 606 1807 3362 8963 13275 29866 8688 5845 2903
1984 594 1690 3018 7704 8700 33314 4826 10408 2858
1985 614 2896 3175 13900 6987 31386 9096 3895 2929
1986 750 3238 4315 12254 6650 33933 11542 27545 3614
1987 845 3424 4646 6862 39425 11780 30575 4014

11340
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TABLE: 17. TOURIST ARRIVALS BY DIFFERENT AIRLINES 1962—1987
Unit BG. IC PK RA TG UB  Others Total
Year

1962 No. 6179

(%) (100)

1966 No. 4533 636 3902 — — 2135 11206

(%) (40.4) a7 3y = - (19.1) (100)

1970 No. 12487 ITiS . 10903 1733 — 3670 36508

(%) (34.2) @7n (@99 @12 — (10.0) (100)

1974 No. 667 20973 = 34237 12094 2904 3205 74170

(%) (09) (283) —_ (46.2) (163) 3.9) (4.4) (100)

1975 No. 460 32279 — 31101 11068 1777 2310 78995

(%) 06) (40.9) = (394) (14.0) 2.2) 29 (100)

1976 No. 521 4393 — 31028 12235 1869 917 90498

(%) 06) (48.5) —— (343) (13.5) 2.1 (1.0) (100)

1977 No. 779 49460 — 42939 13522 2618 862 110180

(%) 0.7 (449 = (3%9.0) (122) (24) (0.8) (100)

1978 No. 1917 50536 — 59217 14570 2619 1173 130034

(%) (15) (389 - (455 (112) (20 (09 (100)

1979 No. 3339 47949 — 69457 14569 2530 21 137865
(%) (24) (348) — (504) (106) (1.8) (0.0 (100)

1980 No. 3944 52392 —_ 68727 12565 1738 19 139387

(%) (28) (37.6) —_ @3 0n a3 (©0 (100)

1981 No. 4790 59492 — 62064 11955 3014 769 142084

(%) (34) (@419 — (43.7) (84) (2.1) (0.5) (100)

1982 No. 4865 74274 — 59001 13472 1484 413 153509

(%) 32 (489 —_ (384) (88) (1.0) (0.2) (100)

1983 No. 4255 76347 584 50711 17624 1997 952 152470

(%) (2.8)  (50.0) (04) (33.3) (1L6) (1.3) (0.6) (100)

1984 No. 5353 85801 1959 43751 11934 886 236 149920

(%) (36 (5720 (13) (292 @0) (06 (0.1 (100)

1985 No. 5449 68078 2926 57752 17210 391 64 151870

(%) (36) (44.8) (1.9) (38.0) (11.3) (0.3) (0.1) (100)

1986 No. 6605 79199 2721 = 68710 20652 467 4391 182745

(%) (36) (433 (1.5) (37.6) (11.3) (0.3) (2.4) (100)

1987 No. 8512 80308 3333 83671 23883 625 5279 205611

% (41) (391 (16) @07 (116 (03) (26 (100)

Change over 1986 (289) (14) (225) (21.8) (156) (338) (202)  (12.5)
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